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*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit

Bold print indicates a unison reading

PRELUDE       Various Melodies 
       Pianist, Ricky Francese 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
We light this candle as a symbol of how God’s love cares for us like a mother would 

care for their child. 

HYMN#601(AAHH Hymnal)        I’ll Fly Away 

Verse 1: Some glad morning, when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away; To that home on 

God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away, I’ll fly away, O glory. I’ll fly away; When I die, 

Hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away. 

Verse 2: When the shadow of this life is over, I’ll fly away; Like a bird from its nest 

has flown; I’ll fly away, I’ll fly away, O glory. I’ll fly away; When I die, Hallelujah, 

by and by, I’ll fly away. 

Verse 3: Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away; To a land where joys 

shall never end, I’ll fly away, I’ll fly away, O glory. I’ll fly away; When I die, 

Hallelujah, by and by, I’ll fly away. 

WELCOME                       Matthew May 

CALL TO WORSHIP           Liturgist, Michelle Marigliano 

      Adapted from Romans 8:38 and John 14:20 

Nothing separates us from you, 

Neither life nor death. 

Nothing separates us from you, 

Neither our fears of today nor our worries of tomorrow. 

Nothing separates us from you. 

We are in you, 

As you are in us. 



 

 

 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
Often, we are lost, Holy One. In your presence we find ourselves again. Bring us 

into the fold of your love. When we lose our way, you search for us like a mother 

after a lost child. Though we feel alone, your love covers us. Fill us with your love 

so that we may know that we always remain in you. We pray in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

HYMN#72                             Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning 

new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand provided great is thy faithfulness, 

Lord, unto me! 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  



 

 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with  “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen  

ANTHEM Evidence Wilson Memorial Collective 

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE  

GATHERING OF OUR CHILDREN     



SCRIPTURE READING               Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to 
speak to the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to 
me and let me tell you what this means. 

“Listen to these words, fellow Israelites! Jesus of Nazareth was a man whose 
divine authority was clearly proven to you by all the miracles and wonders which 
God performed through him. You yourselves know this, for it happened here 
among you. In accordance with his own plan God had already decided that Jesus 
would be handed over to you; and you killed him by letting sinful men crucify him. 
But God resurrected him from death, setting him free from its power, because it 
was impossible that death should hold him prisoner. For David said about him, 

‘I saw the Lord before me at all times; 
    He is near me, and I will not be troubled. 
And so I am filled with gladness, 
    and my words are full of joy. 
And I, mortal though I am, 
    will rest assured in hope, 
because you will not abandon me in the world of the dead; 

SCRIPTURE READING                    John 14:15-21 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. I will ask the Father, and he 

will send another Companion, who will be with you forever. This Companion is 

the Spirit of Truth, whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees him nor 

recognizes him. You know him, because he lives with you and will be with you. 

“I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. On that day you  

will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has  

my commandments and keeps them loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved  

by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN

SERMON      I Will Not Leave You              Matthew May

ANTHEM          King of Glory



 

 

 

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN

BENEDICTION   Matthew May 

POSTLUDE        Various Melodies 

   Pianist, Ricky Francese 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can call the office for Pastoral assistance at 

(908) 755-5020 or email admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Our Pastor, Rev. Michael Droege, will be on leave until the end of June. In his 

absence, pastoral concerns will be attended to by Matthew May, 

our Seminarian  from Drew Theological School and Rev. Beth Scibenski, a 

longtime friend of Pastor Michael and friend of Wilson. 

Please contact Tina in our office and she will direct your concern. 
 

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 
 

 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the  

back of the Sanctuary. 
 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 
 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 
 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 

mailto:admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org


CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The flowers that grace the Sanctuary on this 

Mother’s Day are in loving memory of  

Fran Ellis from her family. 
 

The single roses today are a gift from Lonnie Miller in honor of her mother 

Martha Louise Tetaz 
 

The Executive Board invites all members of the congregation to attend an open 

forum on Sunday, May 21st in Fisher Hall directly after our worship service. 
 

Massage Envy gift card for a one-hour session in the Warren Branch will be 

available for a discounted price of $30 during coffee hour while supply lasts. 

Perfect for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day or Graduation presents. 
 

May 14th: Celebrate Mother’s Day by working with Church World Services Blanket 

program giving people around the world supplies to keep them safe and healthy. 

Blankets can be given in honor of your own mother or a special friend for just $10.  

Visit our website, see enclosed envelope, or go to Cwsblankets.org to donate. 
 

VBS: Hear more about this year’s VBS! Monday, June 5 @ 1:00. 

Volunteers needed during the week of July 24th.  

Contact Kendal for more details @ kendalmactaggart@gmail.com 
 

We’d love to know your ideas for Homecoming Weekend! There will be an interest 

meeting on May 22 @ 6:30 in Fisher Hall. 
 

Children’s Choir: We will celebrate Father’s Day with our very own Wilson 

Memorial Children’s Music Collective.  Children, we need your voices!! 

Rehearsal will begin on Sunday, May 21 from 11:30-12:00 during coffee hour.   
 

Sunday, June 11: Our annual church picnic will be right after our Sunday 

Worship service. Please bring a side to share. Wilson will provide hamburgers and 

hotdogs.  
 

For Prayer: Marge Balcerski • Joe Higgins, and his family • The family of Karen 

Cito. A Celebration of Life service will be held for Karen, on May 20, 2023, at 

1:00pm. A reception will be held in Fisher Hall after the service. 

 




